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Part one: Tools 
 
1.1. Time 
 
1.1.1. The arbitrariness of historiography and its tools  
 
1.1.2. ‘Give me the history and I'll control the world!’ 
 
1.1.3. When does (our) story begin? 
What timeline of the Lebanese war?  
 
1.1.4. To understand the present, you need a long-term view 
 
1.1.5. The river and its tributaries: phenomena and theirs 
possible causes 
 
1.2. Space 
 
1.2.1. The construction of space. city, steppe, and campaign in Syria 
Acres 250 years ago between agriculture and power  
 
1.2.2. The different spatial dimensions  
 
1.2.3. Four major spatial dimensions  
The multiple dimensions of the story by Isma'il Khayr Bek (1822-1858)  
 
1.2.4. Indistinct individuals in the mass: hic sunt leones?  
 
1.2.5. Biographies and context 
The Thousand Lives of Yusuf al-‘Azma 
 
1.3. Factors 
 



 
 
 
Part Two: Power 
 
2.1. Beyond the 'regime', the 'people', the 'local community' 
What "central power" are we talking about?  
 
2.2. Negotiation and dispute 
 
2.2.1 Legitimation and incorporation, expansion and hegemonic contraction 
 
2.3. Power in Syria  
 
2.3.1. The articulation of power  
 
2.4. Syrian governance 
 
2.4.1. Environment and society  
 
2.4.2. The steppe  
Central powers and the Badiya between conflict and co-optation  
 
2.4.3. The city, cornerstone of power 
 
2.4.4. The countryside 
The contraction of rural space 
 
2.4.5. Land and power  
The Dibsi 'Afnan riots 
The drought between land and water resources management  
 
 
Part Three: Intermediaries 
 
3.1. Resource withdrawal and patronage distribution  
‘The leader is close to the people without intermediaries’  
 
3.2. The key features of the client-patron relationship  
 
3.3. Corruption, informalism, vitamin Waw 
Abu Ramez and the dark hidden corner of the State 
The Reactionary Spell: as-silm al-ahli 
Lebanon: the system does not need any capital control law  
 
3.4. The role of intermediaries from 1660 to today  
 
 



 
 
3.4.1. Between localism and Ottomanism 
 
3.4.2. Hegemonic contraction, the emergence of urban factions  
 
3.4.3. Ibrahim Pasha and the new 'grammar of power'  
Reforms as a negotiating tool 
Hasbaya, 1844: tax exemption for conversion  
1840-1850, Damascus versus Beirut 
 
3.4.4. From provincial councils to 'sectarian' massacres’ 
"By virtue of the imperial tanzimat...” 
Parties, communities, and families: managing the urban power. The case of Tartus 
The Aleppo incidents of 1850 
 
3.4.5. 1860 and the emergence of the 'modern' Middle East 
The events of 1860, a crucial turning point  
 
3.4.6. Old and new fin de siècle intermediaries  
 
3.4.7. Gouraud-De Caix and the birth of new political actors  
'Minorities vs Majorities': sectarianism as a tool of power 
 
3.4.8 Rural notables and the middle class challenge the urban aristocracy 
 
3.4.9. The social pact in Asad era 
The local administrative apparatus between 1971 and 1983 laws  
Reforms between theory and practice: the law n. 107  
 
3.4.10. Syrian power in the light of the armed conflict (2011-2021) 
Areas controlled by Turkey  
Areas administered by Kurdish forces 
Dana and Sarmada, from displaced camps to cities  
Raqqa loyalist elites regroup in Hama  
Round trip of a box of humanitarian aid 
Terminology and content: ‘sectarian’, ‘ethnic’, ‘communal’.   
Ba‘th party and warlords in the 2020 Syrian legislative election 
 
 
Non-conclusive considerations  
The roots of conflicts  
Crafting narratives to manage power 
Distorting mirrors and interpretive traps  
The interreligious dialogue: the trivialization of complexity  
How to get out of the castle of glass 
Being aware of the complexity  
 



 
 
 
 
Appendix: the incessant redefinition of hybrid identities 
Najwa from Maharda 
Sherin from Qamishli 
Amer from Tartus 
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